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Item 1.01 Entry Into a Material Definitive Agreement.

On May 22, 2019, Ligand Pharmaceuticals Incorporated (“Ligand”), CyDex Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (“CyDex”), a wholly owned subsidiary of Ligand (together with Ligand,
collectively the “Company”), and Acrotech Biopharma LLC (“Acrotech”) entered into an addendum (the “Addendum”) to that certain License Agreement between the
Company and Spectrum Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (“Spectrum”), dated March 8, 2013 (the “License Agreement”). Acrotech is the successor-in-interest to Spectrum under the
License Agreement.

Pursuant to the License Agreement, the Company granted to Acrotech an exclusive, nontransferable, worldwide license to certain patents and other intellectual property rights
relating to Evomela, a Captisol-enabled melphalan IV formulation. Under the Addendum, the Company agreed to bring a claim against Alembic Global Holdings SA, Alembic
Pharmaceuticals, Ltd., and Alembic Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (collectively “Alembic”) asserting that an Abbreviated New Drug Application (“ANDA”) submitted by Alembic to
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (“FDA”) infringed certain patent rights relating to Evomela, and on May 23, 2019, the Company filed a complaint as further described
below (the “Alembic Lawsuit”). Acrotech agreed to pay a specified percentage of fees and costs incurred by the Company with respect to the Alembic Lawsuit, and the
Company and Acrotech also agreed to certain matters with respect to the conduct and management of the Alembic Lawsuit. In addition, under the Addendum, the Company and
Acrotech agreed to certain matters in connection with the conduct and management of an ongoing lawsuit filed by the Company in December 2017 against Teva
Pharmaceuticals USA, Inc., Teva Pharmaceuticals Industries Ltd., and Actavis LLC (collectively, “Teva”), asserting that an ANDA filed by Teva similarly infringed certain
patent rights relating to Evomela.

The foregoing summary of the terms of the Addendum does not purport to be complete and is qualified in its entirety by reference to the Addendum, a copy of which will be
filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission by Ligand on its Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the fiscal quarter ending June 30, 2019. The Company intends to redact
certain portions of the Agreement in accordance with Item 601 of Regulation S-K.

Item 8.01 Other Events.

On April 9, 2019, CyDex received a Notice of Paragraph IV certification from Alembic stating that Alembic had submitted an ANDA to the FDA seeking approval to
manufacture, offer to sell, and sell a generic version of Evomela prior to the expiration of any of U.S. Patent Nos. 8,410,077 (“the ’077 patent”); 9,200,088 (“the ’088 patent”),
9,493,582 (“the ’582 patent”), and 10,040,872 (“the ’872 patent”), and alleging that these patents, each of which relates to Captisol, are invalid, unenforceable, and/or would not
be infringed by Alemic’s ANDA product. On May 23, 2019, CyDex filed a complaint against Alembic, in the U.S. District Court for the District of Delaware, asserting that
Alembic’s filing of its ANDA infringed the ’088 patent and ’582 patent.
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